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duane.meissner@lcmsintl.org 

www.ChristInBelize.com 

(636) 671-2866 cell 

Mail to: 

The Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod 
PO BOX 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 

CHRIST IN BELIZE 
 | The Meissner mission to plant the FIRST Lutheran Churches in Belize | 

To make a donation by mail simply 
make the check payable to the LCMS 
and, in the memo line, designate it to 

“Rev. Duane Meissner” 

“Welcome to Team Belize!” I have caught myself falling into the habit of writing these words over and 
over again when thanking people for contributing to our mission in Belize.  I do this for good reason.  The 
fact of the matter is it takes a team to do what God wants us to do. Our children are part of the team, as 
they each play important roles as members of our family. Elizabeth is part of the team as she takes care of 
running our household, especially when support raising takes me out of town for a time. The missionary 
support staff in St. Louis is part of the team as they provide me with training, materials, and information 
during this pre-deployment phase. I depend heavily on members of Team Belize every single day, and that 
is never going to end as long as this mission to see Christ in Belize is active.
Particularly encouraging to me is seeing so many brand new team members pop up unexpectedly, nearly 
every day. I meet so many new Lutherans at the churches I visit each week. There are always a few who 
firmly grab my hand after church, look directly at me with sincerity in their eyes, and say “we’ll be 
praying for you.” I know they mean it, and I cherish that. Last week a young woman volunteered her time 
and attention to offer us her professional advice on grant writing and website design. Gary Thies and the 
good folks at Mission Central in Iowa have been and continue to be some of the greatest and most vocal 
advocates of our work all across the Midwest and beyond. Then there are the hundreds of people and 
organizations who have given of their financial resources to help us reach our pre-deployment goals. Team 
Belize is truly one of the most encouraging groups of people I have ever had the pleasure of being a part 
of. These days I am regularly reminded of Romans 12:4-8 where St. Paul writes, “For as in one body we have 
many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another.  Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them:  if 
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Pray 

*As of September 21st, we have raised 44% of what we need to get the “green light” to 
deploy! Wow! Praise God! 

* Are you good with crafts? Ask your pastor if you can decorate a "Belize Mission Fund" 
jar with tropical pictures and colors, and set it out in the church narthex on Sunday 
mornings to collect people's spare change.

Promote 

 ………….          ………………

prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does 
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.” Here St. Paul is getting at this idea of teamwork! There is no one 
person who can do everything it takes to advance the mission of God, and that is certainly true 
when it comes to foreign mission work. We can’t all be pastors. We can’t all give thousands of 
dollars. We can’t all pack up and move to a foreign country… But we can all do something!
This month I have wonderful news to report. September was an incredible month for financial 
support raising! Check out the big numbers in the “Pledge” section below! We still have a way to 
go, but the response we have seen from you with your gifts so far has truly been humbling and 
encouraging. Keep up the good work, and may God richly bless all you members of Team Belize!

Pledge 

www.ChristInBelize.com

* A prayer of thanksgiving 
for the generosity of those 
w h o h a v e g i v e n s o 
sacrificially for the sake of 
the spread of the Gospel. 

*Did you know we have a Facebook page? Find it by 
searching for "Christ in Belize," then "like" it, and share 
it with everyone on your friend list!

*Make sure our newsletters are prominently displayed 
in one or more places in your church.

*Contact me about setting up a "Meet a Missionary" 
video chat with your church small group!

1st Soccer 
practice!

* For the remaining churches and individuals I will 
visit in the coming months, that I might recruit all the 
members of Team Belize that we need to deploy in 
God's good timing.  


