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“True Light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 
was made through Him, yet the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and His own people did not 
receive Him. But to all who did receive Him, who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children 
of God.” (John 1:9-12, ESV)  We read these words in a different light this year as pioneer missionaries. We 
will be bringing Christ to dark places in Belize, in some cases for the first time. As we do, there will likely be 
some who will not “know” Him, who will shut their ears and hearts to the Light-saturated words we speak. 
But we trust there will also be many times and places where Christ will scatter the darkness, just as He did 
2000 years ago and has continued doing through history every since. It is with joy from this hope this 
December newsletter that we wish you all a blessed Advent and Christmas! 

3am at the Austin Airport
Breaking News: We have just learned that we will spend four months 

in the Dominican Republic for full-time, Spanish language training as a 

family before heading to Belize! Since accepting our Call there has 

been some question as to whether or not it would be important for the 

first church planters to be able to work in both English and Spanish, but 

research now shows that 60% of the country speaks Spanish - a number 

that is only expected to increase in time. While it was somewhat 

disappointing to learn that our arrival in Belize will be delayed a few 

months, we agree with this decision and are quite excited about 

learning a new language for the sake of bringing the Gospel to as many 

people in Belize as possible. 

The raising of support dollars continues to go really well! Our total donation dollar amount 
is very healthy and climbing, and we are reaching most of our goals ahead of schedule. 
The one aspect of our support portfolio that is weaker and in need of a boost before we 
can get the “green-light” to deploy is the number of pledges of ongoing support.       
We need more churches and individuals committing to partnering with us into the future. 
This just means we have a little more work to do this side of deployment. I fully expect to 
meet all our goals in time to deploy the second week of January! Keep up the good 
work! 
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• The owner of a print shop donated the services 
of his business to our mission for its first three 
years of operation! Do you have goods or 
services that you could donate that might help 
a mission get on its feet? 

• Do you have frequent flyer miles that you might 
consider donating toward our mission travel?  

• We are moving to Texas 
for our final month of 
support-raising the second 
week of December! Pray for 

a smooth and safe transition. 
• Pray for a positive response to my 

presentations at these final church visits, 
and that we receive the boost in donations 
we need to be deployed.

• Consider giving a Christmas gift to the people of Belize this year with a 
special one-time donation to the Belize mission! 

• Do you make New Years’ resolutions? How about resolving to start a 
small, monthly sponsorship this January? You can sign up at our website 
under the “Partner With Us” tab, or call the Synod’s donor care line at 
888-930-4438.

Pray 

Pledge 
 ………….……………………………

As we write this newsletter the kids are finishing up their 
last week of school. They have thoroughly enjoyed their 
time living on the Concordia Seminary campus, making 
wonderful friends, and attending fabulous schools. Our 
days have been filled with many goodbyes, but the kids are 

excited about our next phase in this adventure: Texas! Both sets of Grandparents are anxiously awaiting our 
arrival, and the kids couldn't be more excited to celebrate Christmas for the first time with family. After the 
holidays we plan to continue their education through homeschooling. Mom's a little nervous about this new 
endeavor, so please keep her in your prayers!

Kids Corner… 


